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TEACHERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME TO VISIT THE MUSEUM FOR FREE TO PLAN A FIELD TRIP! 
 

We will make every effort to have a staff member meet with you to discuss your needs and plan your 

field trip.  However, it is recommended that you make an appointment to meet with a member of our 

staff beforehand.  If you arrive unannounced, they may not be able to meet with you. 

We thank you for your cooperation! 

 

                    



INTRODUCTION  
 
The National Civil War Museum is the largest museum of its kind in the nation. It portrays the entire 

story of the American Civil War from start to finish, and on a national scale.  Depictions of battles and 

leaders are impartial and factual, without a bias towards either the Union or Confederate causes.  In 

many cases, the stories are the written and spoken words of the men and women who laughed and 

cried, lived and died in the American Civil War.  It is the story of the war that pitted brother against 

brother, father against son, American against American. 

 

The Museum experience is an intensely personal one.  It is also a reminder that many of the issues that 

divided the nation in 1860 are with us today.  Economic worries, prejudice, sectionalism, individual 

statesô rights, the role of a central government, and the rights of the individual are all issues found on 

the front page of newspapers around the nation.  By learning from the triumphs and tragedies of the 

past, we will be better prepared to tackle the struggles we face in our modern world. 

 

The National Civil War Museum is an extension of the classroom.  We are committed to helping 

teachers bring history to life.   

 

 
 

ñMOMENT OF MERCYò 
This life-size sculpture greets visitors at the entrance to the Museum. 

It depicts Confederate Sergeant Richard Kirkland giving water  

to a wounded Union soldier of the 127th Pennsylvania Infantry 

 after the Battle of Fredericksburg in 1862 ï  

an American in gray helping an American in blue. 



LAYOUT OF THE GALLERIES 
 

 
 

SECOND FLOOR   (Above)   FIRST FLOOR   (Below) 

  1.)  A HOUSE DIVIDED  [Start Here]  11.)  BATTLE OF GETTYSBURG 

  2.)  THE PECULIAR INSTITUTION   12.)  THE COSTS OF WAR 

  3.)  FIRST SHOTS    13.)  WOMEN IN WAR 

  4.)  MAKING OF ARMIES   14.)  THE NAVY 

  5.)  WEAPONS &  EQUIPMENT    15.)  CAMPAIGNS OF 1864-1865  
  6.)  CAMPAIGNS OF 1862   16.)  BATTLE MAP 

  7.)  BATTLE MAP    THEATER 

  8.)  CAMP CURTIN     17.)  LINCOLN : WAR &  REMEMBRANCE 

9.)  WHY MEN FOUGHT    TEMPORARY EXHIBIT GALLERY 

10.)  CIVIL WAR MUSIC                E  ELEVATOR 
 

 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE GALLERIES 
Visitors may take pictures inside our exhibit galleries. 

However, to protect and preserve our artifacts, camera flash must be turned off. 



EXHIBIT GALLERIES 
 

SECOND FLOOR 
 

1.) A HOUSE DIVIDED  features a time line of incidents and issues in United States history prior to the Civil War.  

Comparisons of the Northern and Southern economies, John Brownôs raid on Harpers Ferry, the election of 

Abraham Lincoln, and a map showing the division of the country are also on display. Our We the People video 

series introduces you to ten Americans ï Northerners and Southerners, men and women, white and black, 

military and civilian ï who endured hardships and heartache during the four-year conflict.  Visitors will come 

face-to-face with history and watch it come alive. 

 

2.) AMERICAN SLAVERY: THE PECULIAR INSTITUTION  presents slavery as seen through the eyes of 19th century 

Americans, including a dramatic depiction of a slave auction.  Hear the words of those who supported and 

opposed the ñpeculiar institutionò and see rare artifacts from the everyday life of those held in bondage.  Visitors 

will feel the emotionalism of this highly sensitive issue. 

 

3.) FIRST SHOTS depicts the firing on Fort Sumter, with lifelike mannequins manning a 10-inch seacoast mortar.  

A photographic mural, covering an entire wall, shows the destruction of the bombardment that led to the fortôs 

surrender.  Displays and artifacts highlight the war aims of the North and South, and show just how unprepared 

both sides were for war. 

 

4.) MAKING OF ARMIES focuses on the recruitment, training and equipping of what would become the largest 

armies in America.  The impact of the war on people is vividly portrayed in another set of chapters in We the 

People. Our characters share their thoughts and concerns as the war looms. 

 

5.) WEAPONS &  EQUIPMENT  (below) continues the theme of how the armies were created, using the Museumôs 

world class collection of firearms, swords, accoutrements, ammunition, and uniforms of the infantry, cavalry, 

artillery and navy of the Union and Confederate forces. 
 

 
 

 

6.) CAMPAIGNS AND BATTLES OF 1862 provides an overview of tactics, strategies and logistics that were 

practiced by the many officers who led the troops in the Civil War.  Panels and artifacts highlight the Battles of 

New Orleans, Shiloh, Antietam, and Fredericksburg. 

 

7.) Our first BATTLE MAP shows the widespread battles of 1862, including Ulysses S. Grantôs capture of Forts 

Henry and Donelson and the disastrous Union assault at Fredericksburg.  The map is accompanied by a video 

narration featuring noted Civil War historian, �'�U�����-�D�P�H�V���,�����³�%�X�G�´���5�R�E�H�U�W�V�R�Q�����-�U�� 

 


