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Terry Winschel, Sr. Historian Vicksburg National Vicksburg, MS 
 Military Park 
 
Terry Winschel is a 30-year veteran of the National Park Service.  He served at Gettysburg 
and Fredericksburg National Military Parks and Valley Forge National Historical Park and is 
Historian at Vicksburg National Military Park.  In addition to 50 articles and many book 

reviews, he has written five books, the most recent being Triumph & Defeat: The Vicksburg 
Campaign, Vol. II (SavasBeatie 2006) and Vicksburg is the Key: The Struggle for the Mississippi 
River (University of Nebraska Press 2003).  Winschel was named National Park Service 
Preservationist of the Year of 2007 by the Civil War Preservation Trust and has received 
awards from the Civil War Round Tables of Chicago and New Orleans. 

 
Vicksburg National Military Park commemorates the campaign, siege and defense of 
Vicksburg.  Vicksburg was a fortress located on high ground guarding the Mississippi River.  
Its surrender on July 4, 1863, coupled with the fall of Port Hudson, Louisiana, divided the 
South, and gave the North undisputed control of the Mississippi River.  The Vicksburg 
battlefield includes 1,330 monuments and markers, a 16 mile tour road, a restored Union 
gunboat, and a National Cemetery. 
 

U.S.S. Cairo Gunboat/Museum 
 
U.S.S. Cairo, a Union ironclad commanded by Thomas O. Selfridge, Jr., was named for Cairo, 

Illinois, and commissioned on January 16, 1862.  Preserved by mud and silt, Cairo sat on the 
bottom of the Yazoo River for 102 years.  It was raised in 1964, and later restored.  The 
ironclad is now on display within Vicksburg National Military Park. 
 

Vicksburg National Cemetery 
 
Vicksburg National Cemetery encompasses 117.85 acres and includes over 18,000 
interments.  Graves of Civil War soldiers total 17,077, of which 12,909 are unknown.  An 
additional 1,280 graves are occupied by soldiers who participated in the Indian Wars, 
Spanish-American War, World Wars I and II, and the Korean Conflict. 
 

For more information, visit www.nps.gov/vick 

 

 


